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Thefollowing informationis mainly drawvn from stationfeedback.Pleaseeferto the EVN feedbackpagesor more
details(http:/wwwevlbi.org/session/feedbiaditm). Stationsscheduledndobsenedsuccessfullfsometimesvith minor
failures) are indicatedby /. Stationsscheduledbut failed to obsere, or producedno fringes for somereasonsare
indicatedby a dash(-), no feedbackrom a stationby the dateof this reportis indicatedby ablackdot (e). Abbreviations
for themostcommonfailuresarelistedbelow. Pleasesendsuggestionsradditionalinfo to ZsoltParagi(zpamgi@jivenl).

A list of abbreviations:

FS — Field Systemerrors/crash

HIGH  —Tg higherthanusual(e.g.becausef weather)

LATE -latestartof obseration

LO —incorrectLO frequeny

LOCK —-VCs/BBCsunlockedto maser

LINK — problemswith the microwave link betweenCm andJb
HA-E  —somescangmisseddueto to HA or elevationlimit

PARI — high parity errors

PCAL —variousproblemswith phasecafunstablehigh, missing)

PHAS - problemswith phasingup someof thetelescopes
atWhb, mostlyRTC andRTD (longestbaselines)

POIN  —pointingproblemssomedatamay beaffectedor lost

RECE —receverfault

RECO - problemswith recordeysomedatamaybelost

RFI —RFlreported

SLEW —datalossdueto limitationsin slewing thetelescope

TSYS  -T,, dataarecorruptedor missingin oneor morechannels

WIND - partof the experimentmisseddueto severeweather
conditions(e.g. gustingwinds, snovstormetc.)

MISS  —smallpartsof the experimentweremisseddueto ary

otherreasonsotincludedabove (e.g.operatorerror)
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Commentson the 3.6/13cmsession:
1. Mc in FO3X1: usedS/X setup- no LCP datawererecorded.

2. Wb in GG049A:usedl1telescopei thearray as2 wereknown to have differ-
entpolarizationand1 hadsomeproblem.

3. Ntin GG049A:therecever wassetto thewrongfrequeng.

4. Hhin GG049A:20dbgainlossin LCP channefrom 296/23:39UT to 297/02:05
UT. IF1 attenuatiorof IF1 decreasedt01:55andrestorecat 02:05UT.

5. Efin FO3C1:in thefirst six minutesthe IF-levelswerenot ok.

6. Wb in FO3C1:problemsstartingthe baclkend. Someweredueto staticelectric-
ity in this dry weather Laid an anti-staticmat nearthe baclend. Databefore
10:20UTmustbebad.

7. Jbin FO3C1:problemswith proceduresneanghatprobablyonly passl is good.
Pass?2 maybeokaybut passe8 and4 probablyoverwrotepas<?. Try passl first.
Problemnow fixed.

8. Ef in EC017: The first two scanswere lost due to Mark5-trouble. Between
UT2200-2240computerproblems(not relatedto the VLBI system)led to the
lossof data.

9. Ntin EC017:Therecordetlostthevacuum.Datalostfrom 14:15to 15:40.Bonn
correlatorreporteda factorof 14 fainterfringesin S-band,anda factorof 100
fainterthanexpectedonesin the X-band. This indicatesa pointing problem.

10. Shin ECO017: Lost five scansdue to antennacontrol and recorderproblems.
Fringescould not be found in the Bonn correlator Therewasno phasecatle-
tected.

11. Geodeticstationsin EC017: Algonquin and N_Alesundobsered successfully
Thelatterhadstrongwindsin thefirst 12 hoursthatcausedff-sourcealarms.
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Commentson the 6cm session:

1.

o o~ WDN

Jbin 3/2003sessionUsedthe Lovell telescopeThe sensitvity in C-bandwith
the new surfaceis abouttwice asthe sensitvity of Westerbork.The LO synthe-
sizerwasnot producingthefrequeng it wassetto — duringmostexperimentsn
the session.The differencewasabout200kHz. No fringeshave beenfoundfor
Jbsofar neitherin Socorronorin JIVE, exceptin thefringe test(FO3C1)when
theLO wasstill OK.

. Trin 3/2003sessiontherecordemasbrokenduringthe session.

. Onin GM048C:Trackingproblembetweer21:18-21:52.

. Mc in GM048C:Heavy rainfor almostall the observingtime.

. Ntin GM048C:From11:00to 13:37UT the pointing parametersverewrong.

. Wbin NO3ClandEHO16A:dueto acapstarmotorfailurecannotrecordontape

—usedMKk5 instead.



10.

11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

. Mc in NO3C1: Patch panelwasnot configuredproperly Low amplitudefrom

VC02andVC04 (RCPchannels).

. Mc in EHO16A: Incorrectsettingof IFD atstart. First T, for VC02 andVC04

arewrong.

. Ur in C-bandsession:Usedthe unucooledreceier. Ty info in logs might be

wrong. Tyys = 174.5 K in EHO16A,and7,s = 62 K in EHO15B.

Wh in EHO13: Lost datafrom 08:55to0 09:13UT and09:43to 10:02UT with
correlatorandhardwareproblemg(seriallinks). The causds unknawn.

Shin EHO013: Lost scansd—6 becaus®f antennacontrolproblems.
Ef in GT005: FromUT14360n, all sourcesverebelow theelevationlimit.

Whb in GT0O05: Large numbersof sourceout of HA range. Stoppedat 13:52as
all sourcesafterthatwereunobserable.

Mc in GT005: No valid datain VC05 andVCO06 in the first scan(09:02-09:07)
for wrong IF3 set(alsotheirfirst T, valuewerewrong). Antennaoff-sourcein
thelastscang14:17-14:1%nd14:20-14:57pecausef elevation soft-limit.

Wb in DO3C3: After 08:46the sourcewas outsideof the available hour angle
range. Also had hardware problems(serial links again) from 06:11to 07:24
and07:40to 07:54UT The causds still uncertainbut maybelinkedto a heary
loadingof the maincontrolworkstation(waw03).

Nt in DO3C3: The schedulevasgeneratedor a VLBA recorderinsteadof for
MKS5, andthis causedoroblemsto the field system. The experimentwas com-
pletelylost.

Ef in EHO15A: Stoppedbecaus®f high winds betweenJT1814-1940.During
somescanstheantennavaspartly shadavedby the surroundinghills.

Whb in EHO15A: VERY mary scansareoutsideHA range.Stoppedat 22:53as
all scansafterthatwereunobserable.

Onin EHO15A: TO HIGH WIND: Antennastavedat00:06. Problemwith IF2.
Baddatafrom 23:00(evenVCs).

Shin EHO15A: Startedthe scheduleat scanno0057 becaus®f the scansl-56
areout of antenndimit.

Ef in EM050: A problemwith the controlof thegregoriansubreflectotedto the
lossof databetweenJT1117-1142.

Whb in EM050: Sometelescopesesetdueto nearbylighting strikesabout16UT.

Onin EF011:Problemwith IF2. Baddatafor evenVCs. Operatordidnt execute
labelcommandn time for tapeto start(05:57).



24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Efin EHO15B:BetweenUT2300-0000sourcesvereatverylow elevations.The
antennavaspartly shadeved by surroundinghills. Hence,someZ,, measure-
mentswerenot ok.

Wb in EH015B:Thelasthoursof this schedulevereout of houranglerange so
we stoppedat 22:55UT

On in EHO15B: Worked to solve problemwith 1F2, solved 13:09, missedfirst
scans.

Shin EHO15B:StartedheexperimentatthescanNo00057 becausef thescans
1-56wereout of theantenndimit.

Onin EJOO6: Main problemwith IF2 solved just after the experimentstarted,
missedfirst scans Still TSYSfor IF2 washigherthannormal.

Shin EJO06:LostdatabetweerlJT:04:42:20andUT:04:47:26 becausentenna
controlproblems.
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Commentson the 18/21cmsession:

1.
2.

10.
11.
12.

Tr in 3/2003sessionrecordemasbroken.

Whb in GIO01A: Severe problemswith RFI, asthe observingbandusedis way
too closeto Iridium. Also notethatIFD=NOR,NORwasused.Formatterout of
synch13:54to 14:35UT (resetby handthen).

. Wb in NO3L3: Justbefore(up to 2minutesbefore!) hadproblemswith thetape

drive. Very BadEMI in first BBCs(Iridium?). During NO3L3 onescanwassent
over the 1 Ghpslink to JIVE andrecordedon Mk5 there. Thesedataproduced
normalfringes.Lost Mk5 recording21:50-21:56UT{following theeVLBI test),
becaus¢he Mk5 hadto berestarted.

. Jbin NO3L3: Telescopeontrolfailedbetweer01:47and01:49UT.
. Efin EKO15B: Dueto MK5 problemsnot datawasrecordedetweenJT0400-

0444.Few Tsysmeasurement®n 3C274)werenot ok.

. Wb in EKO15B: ProblemsstartingparallelMk5 recordingson a new diskpack.

Seemdikeit needs’erase=resetivith ablankpackin A. ParallelMk5 startedat
05:19UT Secondpackstartsat21:20UT

. Jbin EKO15B: Problemswith tapeat start. Schedulestartedat scan9 at 04:55

UT. Scheduleestartecat 19:25and20:05dueto tapeproblems.Apparentlyno
lossof data.

. Ntin EKO15B:Datalostfrom 03:25UT to theend,dueto vacuumproblems.
. Urin EKO15B: From 10:03to 18:30andfrom 21:03to 23:35the sourceis out-

sidetelescopdimits.
Jbin GD017A:Damagedapereplacedorior to datarecording.
Mc in GD017A:Rainandcloudsfor mostof the observingtime.

Ur in EHO16B:From13:34(UT)to 17:30(UT)the sourcesvereoutsideof tele-
scopdimit.



